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City of Algoma 
Board of Review Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021, at 3:00 P.M.   
 
 

The Board of Review for the City of Algoma was called to order in the City Council Chambers at 
3:00 P.M. by Erin Mueller, City Clerk. 
 
Present at roll call: Earl Krueger, Marty Lafond, John Ortlieb, Joann Wiesner, and Pete 
Swoboda. Assessor Michael Muelver, Clerk Erin Mueller, Edward Duerst, Janice Dart, and 
Steven Walter were also present. 
 
It was noted that the meeting was held in compliance with the open meeting law.  Erin Mueller, 
City Clerk, provided confirmation that the meeting was appropriately noticed.  A Class 1 Notice 
was published in the Green Bay Press Gazette legals section on April 22, 2021. The Open Book 
Meeting was held on May 6, 2021. The Board of Review agenda was posted at City Hall, the 
Algoma Public Library, Algoma Utilities and on the City’s website on May 24, 2021. 
 
The Clerk called for nominations from members of the Board to serve as Chairperson for the 
meeting.  Wiesner moved, seconded by LaFond, to elect John Ortlieb to serve as Chairperson.  
The nominations were closed and a unanimous ballot was cast to elect John Ortlieb 
Chairperson. 
 
At this point Mr. Ortlieb assumed the role of Chair. 
   
Chairperson Ortlieb called for nominations for a member of the Board to serve as Vice-
Chairperson for the meeting.  Ortlieb moved, seconded by Swoboda, to elect Earl Krueger, to 
serve as Vice-Chairperson given he is the longest serving member of the Board of Review.  The 
nominations were closed and a unanimous ballot was cast to elect Earl Krueger, Vice-
Chairperson.  
 
Swoboda moved, seconded by Krueger, to approve the minutes of June 10, 2020.  Motion 
carried. It was noted that the agenda had the incorrect meeting minute dates of June 20, 2020 
and it was motioned by Wiesner, seconded by Swoboda to amend the agenda to the correct 
meeting minute dates of June 10, 2020. Motion carried.  
 
The Clerk referenced up to date training affidavits, required under Wis. Stats. 70.46 (4), that are 
on file in the Clerk’s office for the following members of the City of Algoma Board of Review: 
John Ortlieb, Joann Wiesner, and Erin Mueller.  It was also noted that a training affidavit was 
submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Revenue following completion of training and prior to 
the first meeting of the Board of Review.     
 
The Clerk stated that the City of Algoma passed Ordinance 812 relating to the confidentiality of 
information about income and expenses requested by the Assessor in property assessment 
matters on August 5, 2019.  
 
Chairperson Ortlieb asked if there were any new laws to be reviewed and the Clerk indicated 
that there were not. 
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Krueger moved, seconded by Wiesner, to adopt a policy regarding the procedure for sworn 
telephone testimony and sworn written testimony.  Motion carried. 
 
LaFond moved, seconded by Krueger, to adopt a policy regarding the procedure for waiver of 
Board of Review hearing requests.  Motion carried.  
 
Next, the Assessor informed the Board that the Annual Assessment Report is no longer 
required by the Wisconsin Department of Revenue and therefore was not completed. 
 
The Assessor read the Assessor’s Affidavit, signed it in front of the Board, and delivered the 
January 1, 2021 Assessment Roll and Assessor's Affidavit. The Clerk then delivered the 
January 1, 2021 Assessment Roll, the Clerk’s Training Affidavit, the training Affidavit’s for 
Ortlieb and Wiesner, and the Assessor’s Affidavit to the Board of Review.    
 
The Board of Review then audited the Assessment Roll and performed its other statutory duties, 
including: 

1. Examining the roll. 
2. Correcting description or calculation errors. 
3. Adding omitted property and eliminate double assessed property. 
4. Certify all corrections or error under Wis. Stats. 70.43. 
5. Verify with assessor that open book changes are included in the assessment roll. 

 
The Board of Review certified all corrections of error under state law.  There were no 
corrections to the 2021 assessment roll. The Assessor explained that the Assessment Roll is no 
longer done by hand as it was years past, but rather on a computer program that runs the 
assessment numbers off of a data base and sends the numbers to the County Lister, and the 
County Lister looks at it and adds it all up. If the numbers the County Lister has don’t match the 
Assessors then there is a further review done for the discrepancy. The Assessor noted that 
there is a separate page that would be in the back of the Assessment Roll that would be for 
corrections. There were no corrections this year so there are no separate pages for corrections 
in the Assessment Roll. Ortlieb moved to accept the Assessment Roll, seconded by Krueger, all 
in favor. Motion carried.     
 
The Assessor reported that there were Open Book changes. Three citizens attended Open 
Book: Steven and Vickie Walter, and Edward Duerst. The Assessor stated that the Open Book 
changes were for personal property from a leasing company (filer had done a double entry and 
did not catch it before the Assessment Roll was printed). Another change was for a real estate 
parcel that was changed highlighted by a sale due to calculations needing to be reviewed. 
Another change was made due to a parcel changing from commercial use to residential.  
 
There were no members of the public present and wishing to review the assessment roll. 
 
During the first two hours of the Board of Review, the Board can consider waivers of the 
required 48-hour notice of intent to file an objection when there is good cause, requests for 
waiver of the BOR hearing allowing the property owner to appeal directly to circuit court, 
requests to testify by telephone or submit sworn written statement, subpoena requests, or act 
on any other legally allowed or required Board of Review matters.  There were no requests or 
action taken. 
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Chairperson Ortlieb gave an overview of the process for the Objector and Assessor. 
 
The Clerk swore in the Objectors, Janice Dart, Edward Duerst, Steven Walter, and the Assessor 
Michael Mulver.   
 
At this time, the Board of Review reviewed a Notice of Intent to File Objection from Janice L 
Dart at 1903 Mueller St., Algoma.   Jan Dart was present and the Clerk introduced the case.   

- Janice L Dart is the objector 
- The property owners reside at 1903 Mueller St, Algoma, WI 54201 
- The address for the property in question is 1903 Mueller St, Algoma  WI 54201 
- The value in the assessment roll for the current year is: 

o Personal Property: $29,900 
o Total Assessment: $29,900 

- The objector did not attend Open Book on May 6, 2021 
- The objector contacted the Clerk in person following Open Book of her intent to 

come to the Board of Review 
- The objector completed an Objection to Real Property Assessment on March 12, 

2021 
- The objector believes her total assessment should be less than $29,900. 

 
 
Janice Dart presented her case. 
 
Mr. Muelver, assessor, presented his case and the questions from the board were answered by 
the Assessor.   
 
With no further questions from the Board or the Assessor, testimony was closed and 
deliberations began.  The Board reviewed the Findings of Fact, Determinations and Decisions 
form and found that they were unable to find that Ms. Dart’s testimony was enough to overrule 
the Assessor’s valuation.  Ortlieb moved, seconded by Swoboda, exercising its judgment and 
discretion, pursuant to sec. 70.47(9)(a) of Wisconsin Statutes, the Board of Review, by majority 
and roll call vote hereby determine that the assessor’s valuation of $29,900 is correct. Upon a 
roll call vote, motion carried with LaFond voting nay. 
 
At this time, the Board of Review reviewed a Notice of Intent to File Objection from Edward 
Duerst at 2017 Mueller St., Algoma.   Edward Duerst was present and the Clerk introduced the 
case.   

- Edward Duerst is the objector 
- The property owners reside at 2017 Mueller St, Algoma, WI 54201 
- The address for the property in question is 2017 Mueller St, Algoma  WI 54201 
- The value in the assessment roll for the current year is: 

o Personal Property: $33,100 
o Total Assessment: $33,100 

- The objector attended Open Book on May 6, 2021 
- The objector contacted the Clerk in person following Open Book of his intent to come 

to the Board of Review 
- The objector completed an Objection to Real Property Assessment on February 25, 

2021. It was received by the Clerk on March 08, 2021. 
- The objector believes his total assessment should be $19,749. 
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Edward Duerst presented his case. 
 
Mr. Muelver, assessor, presented his case and the questions from the board were answered by 
the Assessor.   
 
With no further questions from the Board or the Assessor, testimony was closed and 
deliberations began.  The Board reviewed the Findings of Fact, Determinations and Decisions 
form and found that they were unable to find that Mr. Duerst’s testimony was enough to overrule 
the Assessor’s valuation.  Ortlieb moved, seconded by Wiesner, exercising its judgment and 
discretion, pursuant to sec. 70.47(9)(a) of Wisconsin Statutes, the Board of Review, by majority 
and roll call vote hereby determine that the assessor’s valuation of $33,100 is correct. Upon a 
roll call vote, motion carried with LaFond voting nay. 
 
At this time, the Board of Review reviewed a Notice of Intent to File Objection from Steven and 
Vickie Walter at 1933 Mueller St., Algoma. Steven Walter was present and the Clerk introduced 
the case.   

- Steven Walter is the objector 
- The property owners reside at 1933 Mueller St, Algoma, WI 54201 
- The address for the property in question is 1933 Mueller St, Algoma  WI 54201 
- The value in the assessment roll for the current year is: 

o Personal Property: $39,400 
o Total Assessment: $39,400 

- The objector attended Open Book on May 6, 2021 
- The objector contacted the Clerk in person following Open Book of his intent to come 

to the Board of Review 
- The objector completed an Objection to Real Property Assessment on May 5, 2021. 

It was received by the Clerk on May 06, 2021. 
- The objector believes his total assessment should be no more than $20,000. 

 
 
Steven Walter presented his case. 
 
Mr. Muelver, assessor, presented his case and the questions from the board were answered by 
the Assessor.   
 
With no further questions from the Board or the Assessor, testimony was closed and 
deliberations began.  The Board reviewed the Findings of Fact, Determinations and Decisions 
form and found that they were unable to find that Mr. Walter’s testimony was enough to overrule 
the Assessor’s valuation.  Ortlieb moved, seconded by Krueger, exercising its judgment and 
discretion, pursuant to sec. 70.47(9)(a) of Wisconsin Statutes, the Board of Review, by majority 
and roll call vote hereby determine that the assessor’s valuation of $39,400 is correct. Upon a 
roll call vote, motion carried with LaFond and Swoboda voting nay. 
 
 
A motion was made to adjourn at 5:00 p.m. by Wiesner, and seconded by Krueger. The motion 
carried, and the Board stood adjourned until further notice. 


